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LOCATION NOTE 


Tantallon Castle is situated three miles east of North Berwick 
and entered by a private road from the North Berwick- 
Whitekirk road. 

North Berwick is within easy reach of Edinburgh, being well 
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which now provides the entr 
narrow passage, relieved on < 

ditch, leads to the original er._ 

of 14th-century date, moulded 01 

which springs from a moulded impost, me seating tor tne trunnion 
of the first period drawbridge and also part of the original pit can be 
seen. After the addition of the Barbican the pit was bridged over 
with timber joists and decking, and eventually filled up in the 16th 
century. The vertical channels for the portcullis are on either side of 
the entry. When drawn the portcullis was housed in a chase in the 
wall, immediately under the window of the apartment on the second 


»e through a large round- 


-.— gateway which was reduced when the late lorework was 

added. At either end of the entry was a massive double door and 
midway there was a third door, or an iron yett. Behind the doorways 
can be seen the slots for large oak drawbars. On the south side of the 
entry was a vaulted guard room, and on the north a vaulted passage 
admitted to a straight stairway which led to a turnpike giving access 
to the four storeys of the tower and the wall-head. In the 16th century 


the turnpike was built up from the first floor to the level of the curtain 

angle. Each storey of the Mid Tower contained a single apartment 
floored with wood. Fireplaces, with moulded jambs and projecting 
hoods, can be seen in the north-east wall, but the one on the fifth 
floor is in the opposite wall. Garderobes and small chambers in the 
eastern curtain and the chambers in the jambs were entered off these 


Draw-Well 

Immediately within the Qose is the castle DRAW-WELL, circular 
in shape and sunk in the rock to a depth of 106 feet. The well was 
discovered at the end of last century by the late Sir Walter Hamilton 
Dalrymple of North Berwick, and was cleared out at that time. 

East tower . 

The EAST TOWER is very ruinous owing to bombardment by 
cannon and later quarrying operations. It originally contained five 
storeys floored with wood. On each floor was an apartment which 
was entered from the turnpike stair, but that on the ground floor was 
entered directly from the Qose. Each room had several windows, 
one of which faced the sea, and the others the landward side. They 
were furnished with stone seats. The fireplace and mural garderobe 
of each chamber were in the wall which extended up from the face of 
the cliff. In the third floor chamber is a doorway intended to give 
access to the wall-walk of a curtain which was never built. The only 
remaining window of this chamber has had a projecting iron grille 












L 


THE CURTAIN-WALL AND MID-TOWER FROM THE SOUTH-WEST 
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PORTRAIT AT WINDSOR CASTLE OF ARCHIBALD, 6th EARL OF 
ANGUS. [FRENCH SCHOOL (?)] 

By gracious permission of His late Ma esty King George the V 




COURTYARD INTERIOR, SHOWING MID-TOWER AND WELL 








THE CASTLE FROM THE SOUTH-EAST 




THE CURTAIN-WALL AND MID-TOWER FROM THE NORTH-WEST 
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faithfull subgettis thairof.” Finally Arran requested Angus “to caus 
the said imbassatour depart out of zour said hous of Temptalloune.” 
Sadler took up the role of “Willie Was tie,” not only defied the Regent,, 
but refused to leave, and wrote to Suffolk for help, stating that “The 
Governor” (Arran) “will besiege this house of Temptallon, which is 
strong ynough to abyde his siege, and metely well furnisshed with 
artillery, but it is veray sclenderly furnisshed with vitaile, specially of 
wheate and malte, and also of cole, so that if we be besieged, oneles 
your lordships will helpe to furnisshe us out of Englonde by see,, 
which maye be done mawgre all Scotland,—we shall bothe lacke 
fyer and also be famysshed.” 

Sadler was evidendy acting on King Henry’s instructions to hold 
the castle, as the latter wrote to Suffolk stating: “Wherfor youe shall 
say unto the sayd Sir George (Douglas), that in cace he be unprovided 
of men and municion for the defence of the sayd castle of Tyntallon,. 
we wil be contented to appoynt a trusty man of ours with a sufficient 
garnison to take charge for the savegarde of the same, and wil with 
diligence if nede be, se it furnished by see of artillery and all other 
kynd of municion for defence of the same accordingly.” A postscript 
adds: “In &ce that thErle of Anguish or Sir George fearyng the 
soubdayn surprise of the castle of Tyntallon, and beyng not able to 
furnish it with men and municioun sufficient, shall office the same into 
our tuition, and be contented we lay a garnison there of our (men) 
for the defence thereof, our pleasure is youe shall provide shippes 
with a garnison of men artillery and munition at Newcastle, convenient 
for the furniture of the sayd castle, and to send the same thither under 
sum gentleman a servaunt of ours and beyng a man of stomak... (to be) 
capitayn and to take gard of the sayd castle, and to receyve therwith 
the sayd garnison and furniture of munition, without redyliveryng or 
surrendryng the same to any person until he shall know our pleasure 
in that behalf.” Suffolk in his reply, dated 15th November, informs 
the King, “And wher your majeste writeth to have Temptallon to be 
made sure for surprising^, and to be furnisshed with vitaile and ordin¬ 
ance accordingly: I asked of Sir George at his beinge here with me 
bicause of Mr. Sadleyrs lettres, howe it was furnisshed ? Who said to 
me there was no feare in it, for as he thought it was furnisshed well, 
and all the substaunce that his brodyr and he and all theyr frendes had, 
was in it, and that they had ordinaunce that wolde shote two mylys and 
ynough of it. Wherein he said he wolde write to his brodyr to se to 
it surely to be furnisshed forthwith; at which tyme I tolde him that if 
he lacked ought, I shulde helpe to se him furnisshed.” 

On 9th December King Henry’s Privy Council communicated the 
news to Suffolk that “his majeste entendeth to sende shortely unto 
youe his servant Rogers to be conveyed to Temptallon to viewe the 
castle secretely and to bring his majeste a true plat and perfaict descrip¬ 
tion of every parte of the same.” It seems highly probable that this 
was never accomplished, for Angus was again subject to a remon¬ 
strance from the Regent Arran and, on the 12th December Sadler 



-writes from Berwick to say that “Mr. Douglas cai 
with an honest companye of gentilmen and their tra 
of fowre hundreth horse or there aboutes, and h 
this daye broughte m 


__ j ar John Douglas and Alexander Jardine were 

keepers. On the 6th of April Hertford informed King Henry that 
“The said preist (Sir John Penvan, King Henry VIIl’s chaplain) tolde 
us also that he had sent this message unto the capteyn of Temptallen 
that for as moche as thErill of Anguishe was nowe in warde in Hamylton 
castell, he should therefore loke to his charge, and kepe surely the said 
castell of Temptallen, and not to delyver die same to the Governour 
nor no Skotishman, notwithstanding that theEril shulde sende any 
wryting, comaundment or token for the delyvere therof, unles the 


said erle came thither 
same into your maje 
appoyntto 


__wolde delyver tl 

suche as your highnes shulde 
to receyve yt to your use, the said preist saith he promysed 
o ___ reward and enterteignement for him silf and all the gonners 

_souldiors that were in yt, so that they shuld be made men whyles 

they lyved, and also offred that he that shuld receyve yt to your highnes 
use, shulde be bounde to delyver yt agayne to thEril of Anguishe 
when he shalbe at libertie, if then he shall requyre the same. 

“the said preist tolde me thEril of Hertforde, that commonyng 
lately with the said Erie of Anguishe for the delyvere of hostages to 
your majeste for the performance of suche thinges as shuld be nowe 
pacted at Carlisle, the said erle said tl ’ 

shuld ley for hostage, and the preist l.- 

delyver Temptallon to your highnes for hostage, \vuaumu tuum 
replyed, that if your majeste came with your armye into Scodand, he 
wolde delyver yt to your highnes if every stone were of golde. And 
the preist asked him agayne, whether he wold not likewise delyver yt 
to your lieutenant? Whereunto the said erle answered that in that 
sorte he wolde be well advised or he delyvered yt.” 

In 1543 Angus was still receiving liberal bribes from Henry to 
promote the English projects. His treasonable correspondence with 
die latter having fallen into the hands of Cardinal Beaton’s party, 
Angus and his brother Sir George were seized and imprisoned in 
Blackness Casde in 1544. Sir George’s sons, David and James, had 
actually offered to surrender Tantallon to the mvaders. It would 
assuredly have been ill for the two prisoners had not the English fleet 
under Hertford arrived in the Forth at an opportune moment and 
effected their rescue. Tantallon lay near the line of march of the 
invading English army, yet it was not attacked by Hertford, he being 
“constrayned to leave yt for lack of carriages for gret peces of artillerye 
and also for lack of powder.” 

Hertford seized Leith and marched to Edinburgh, but owing to the 
resistance put up by the inhabitants and by the guns of the castle. 














thirty-four, of a disease attributed to an^evil spell <^st^>y^one, Agnes 

quhill sche was deid, and thairefter hir body to be brunt in assis.” 

The Earldom then reverted to William Douglas of Glenbervie, 
grandson of Bell-the-Cat’s second son. Sir William Douglas of Braid- 
wood. This Earl was a staunch Protestant, but his eldest son, William, 
who succeeded him as tenth Earl on his death in July 1591 was a 
Roman Catholic, who for his faith had suffered exile in 1589; the 
following year, however, he embraced the Protestant religion and was 
restored to favour. Proving a lukewarm adherent he reverted after 
three years to Papistry. Because of this the General Assembly took 
active proceedings against him, and in 1608 he was ordered to ward 
himself in Glasgow. On the 25 th May Angus wrote to the King, 
“that giff I salbe wairdit, it may ather be in Thomptalloun, Edinburgh 
or Leithe quhair I may have the help and assistance of phisitianis for 
my secknes that in Glasgow quhilk is ane place verie vruneit for one 
for sundrie respectis but speciallie for recoverie of my hethe.” The 
King lent a deaf ear to William’s prayer, so he was confined at Glasgow 
and subjected to perpetual examination and rebuke by the representa¬ 
tives of the Presbytery of that city and the Synod of Clydesdale, who 
could make no headway against the recalcitrant Earl and reported to 
the Assembly that he was “ obstinat and obderat in heresie of papestre.” 
On the 21 st September he was excommunicated according to the 
order of the King and, after a short term of close imprisonment, was 
allowed to go into voluntary exile in France because of his “present 
grite inhabilitie and seiknes of whiche he has no grite hoip evir to 
recover without the help and advise of physitionis in foreyne partis.” 
In his testament dated 31st October 1608, among other details, he 
ordained that “mionitioun wapinis and airmour within the Castle of 
Thomptalloun remain within the said Castle.” Stephen Bruntfield was 
Captain of Tantallon in'i 5 97. 


The Earl died in France in March 1611, and was buried at Paris 
in the Abbey Church of Saint Germain-des-Pres. His son, William, 
succeeded him as eleventh Earl, and was created Marquess of Douglas. 
In 1639 Tantallon was yielded to the Covenanters, being defended by 
only a few of the Earl’s retainers while he was attending the General 
Assembly and the Committee of Estates. Towards the close of 1650 
a body of thirty horse, “desperado gallants,” had established them¬ 
selves within the stronghold. Their attacks on Cromwell’s lines of 
communication were so thorough and well planned that it was reported 
to the Protector that “they had taken more men and done us more 
harm than the whole Scots army and all their other garrisons.” This 
resulted in the place being attacked by General Monk with 2000-3000 
men about February 1631, when, after burning the hamlet of Castleton 




THE CASTLE FROM THE SOUTH with the Bass Rock in the background 
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APPENDIX 


Our Ancient Buildings 

A large number of ancient monuments are now in the charge of 
the State and are being preserved and made accessible to the public. 
Most of them are open all the year round and in the summer months 
from io a.m. until 7 p.m. or 8 p.m. 

Guide books and leaflets to many of the monuments are available 
and may be obtained at the monuments concerned or from the Sale 
Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at the addresses on cover page iv. 
Those at present on sale or in preparation are listed below. 
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